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Neighbourhood policing Update November 2010 

“Here’s the latest from the Abingdon Rural Neighbourhood update from Police constable’s Carl Bryant, Katrin Gardener and Keith Morton, and PCSO’s Lisa Prime, Andy Mccormack and Adrian Wright”.

Updates for October 2010

Let’s start with the bad news;

· Between Thursday 21 and Friday 22 October someone has poured paint over the new Multi-use Games Area (MUGA) at Louie Memorial Playground on Arnolds Way in Botley. We really need witnesses to this selfish crime – don’t forget you can call Crimestoppers anonymously (Tel 0800 555 111) or please contact the police.

· Three lorries have had thefts of either fuel or their contents whilst parked up on the A34. We are often asked why lorries park up with their doors open – this is to show that they are not loaded with goods.  If you notice anything suspicious as you drive past please call us.

· We have had quite a bit of anti-social behaviour in the Pinnocks Way area of Botley – PCSO Prime and McCormack are working hard to conquer this and are constantly on high visibility patrol, and have reduced problems already.

· A man was caught smoking cannabis on North Hinksey Lane and was given a street warning.

WANTED; New Members

The next Neighbourhood Action Group (NAG) Meeting is on 7 December and we are desperate for some new members. It is your chance to influence decisions and encourage action on issues that matter to people in your neighbourhood; you can change things for the better and get a real sense of satisfaction in making a difference to local quality of life. Please think about coming along – even if it’s just for a coffee and a biscuit and see how it all works! Young and old are all welcome – and this is something that you can put on you CV as working as part of your NAG can demonstrate lots of skills to a prospective employer.  Give PCSO Lisa Prime a call or email and she’ll tell you all about it! (Tel 0845 8 505 505 or 

email; lisa.prime@thamesvalley.pnn.police.uk
Things we’ve been doing;
PCSO Lisa Prime and PCSO Andy McCormack have been busy as usual;

They have done Halloween input talks (as well as giving out information packs – with goodies) together with the Fire Service at  Cumnor Primary School and North Hinksey Primary School.  PC Carl Bryant helped PCSO Lisa Prime at Appleton School and Botley Primary School with the talks and PCSO Adrian Wright did a talk at St Swithun’s School in Kennington with PCSO Lisa Prime. Additionally PCSO Adrian Wright did a talk at Radley Primary School.

The packs that were issued to the children were full of information and games and a big thank you to the local Co-ops, Tesco in Abingdon, Toys ‘r’ us and the One Stop shop at Wootton for donating lots of yummy sweets!

PCSO Lisa Prime attended a meeting at St Andrews Church in Botley to try and start up a management committee to run a community centre at the old social club site at Dean Court.  
If you’re interested you can still email/phone PCSO Lisa Prime – who will be very pleased to hear from you.

All our ‘Have your say’ and Neighbourhood watch meetings have been held but we must apologise for the ‘Have your say’ which was supposed to be at The Tandem in Kennington on Monday 4 October – all our resources were pulled to the Michaelmas Fair in Abingdon, but we’ll see you at the next one.

PCSO Lisa Prime and PCSO Andy McCormack are looking at holding workshops at Matthew Arnold School which focus on issues of drugs, alcohol and violence. They have also attended Elms Road Children Centre open day with the police vehicle in Botley.

PC Carl Bryant and PC Katrin Gardener held a successful test purchasing operation. This involves a plain-clothed police officer and a licensing officer from the police who accompany two under 16-year-old volunteers who attempt to buy alcohol from off-licence premises.  If they are served alcohol the shop is normally issued with a warning and possibly a Fixed Penalty Ticket. All our visits are intelligence led – so if we receive information that an off-licence is selling alcohol to underage customers we will visit them and put them to the test!  Underage drinkers are our main source of anti-social behaviour and this is one way of stopping some of it. I’m pleased to say that none of the off-licences we tested this time failed.

Talking of anti-social behaviour – we have issued an Acceptable Behaviour Contract (ABC) to a family in Cumnor. An ABC is a non-legally binding written contract outlining what they should or should not do, and normally involves other agencies (i.e. housing associations). They are normally used for low-level anti-social behaviour and when a warning has been unsuccessful in addressing the problem.  We take the quality of our residents’ life seriously and if someone is disrupting this we will take action.

Coming up;

27 November, 10am – 1pm Seacourt Hall, Botley. A Christmas Crime Reduction and Community Event – sounds like an interesting event with Neighbourhood Watch, our Crime Reduction Officer – Roger Foster (a man with lots of information!), Roads Policing and of course your local Officers and PCSOs.

Have Your Say Meetings:

· Have your say meeting.  26 October 2010.  1700-1900  Cumnor United Reformed Church Hall

· Have your say meeting.  30 October 2010.  1500-1700  Appleton Village Hall

· Have your say meeting.  30 October 2010.  1000-1200  Botley Baptist Church

· Have your say meeting.  1 November 2010.  1100-1200 The Tandem Pub Kennington

· Have your say meeting.  1 November 2010.  1300-1400 The Bowyers Arms Radley

· Have your say meeting.  30 November 2010.  1700-1900  Cumnor United Reformed Church Hall

Firework night 

It’s that time of year already – here are a few ‘did you knows?’

Did you know?

· It is an offence to let off a firework later than 11pm

· You can let off fireworks until midnight on 5 November

· It is an offence to throw a firework in a public place

· You can get an £80 fixed penalty notice for breaking any of the above rules

· The most disastrous fireworks related tragedy occurred during a marriage celebration of King Louis XVl to Marie Antoinette on 16 May 1770.  After the fireworks show a stampede occurred as people tried to leave what today is the Place de la Concorde, and approximately 800 people were killed.

· Historians believe that gunpowder – the explosive ingredient in fireworks was invented in China about AD 1000

We will be visiting all outlets for fireworks in our area together with Trading Standards to ensure they are conforming to the many rules and regulations which go with selling them.

Finally
We are losing our wonderful PCSO Laura Schmid and we all want to say a BIG thank you to her – she has been a fine example of a PCSO and we wish her all the best for the future.  (Her replacement will be recruited in the near future).

Have a good November!

