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The Parish Council of St Helen Without

Minutes of The Parish Council Meeting held on 

Monday 6 September 2010
At Loaf Cottage, Cothill, Dry Sandford* beginning at 7.45 pm

* The Parish Council meeting was relocated to the Chairman’s house as it was not possible to access the school premises due to key difficulties.

Present:  Cllrs. S. Grigson (in the chair), G. Fitzgerald, M. Gilbert, D. Livesley, W. Rossiter, and W. Taylor

In attendance: Cpt. Richie Horsman (Welfare Officer Dalton Barracks), two members of the pubic and Christine Kerry (Clerk). 

10/83  a)  Matters raised by members of the public

None.

b)  Matters raised from attending Councillors
None.
10/84  Apologies for absence
Apologies were received from Cllrs. Russell-Taylor, Houlden and Parkin.
10/85  Declarations of Personal and Personal & Prejudicial Interests
Cllr Talbot declared a personal interest in the planning application SAH/2652/4; however no decision on the application would be made at this meeting as further discussions still needed to take place before the new deadline of 24 September.
10/86  Minutes of Meeting held on 19 July 2010

The minutes were approved as a correct record of the meeting and the Chairman signed accordingly. 

10/87  Matters arising from the Minutes


a)
Flooding from culvert on path between Arthur Evans Close and Berrymere Road: Cllr. Houlden had met Mark Sumner of OCC, Countryside Dept and indicated the exact location for this problem.  Mark would pass this to the Highways Dept of OCC who is responsible for this repair.  The situation should be monitored.

b)
Shippon Road Sign: this had now been reinstalled.

c)
Lansdowne Road Repair Fund:  Transferring of responsibility to residents:  Cllr. Houlden had contacted the original contributors to this repair fund and had received four replies from residents willing to form a committee.  Cllr. Houlden would be taking the next action.
KH

d)
Vegetation:



(i) Verges Barrow Road to Faringdon Road PEM334938. Completed.


(ii) Weeds: Barrow Road to Rookery Close PEM 334942.  The drain blocked with weeds in Barrow Road had been cleared, however OCC no longer treated curbside weeds due to environmental issues.
e)  Overgrown Hedges Whitecross/Long Tow. Completed

f)
Obstruction in brook at Stones Farm.  No further information available on this due to the absence of Cllrs. Parkin and Russell-Taylor.  To be carried forward to next meeting.
CP/MRT


g)  Honeybottom Farm, Escaping Animals:  Although it seemed this had been resolved and the tenant of the farm had agreed to repair the broken fence, a further incident had occurred on 6 September. Cllr. Fitzgerald had reported this to Laura Schmid, the PCSO.  The Councillors voiced concern about the dangers to traffic from these escaping animals and Cllr. Fitzgerald agreed to be responsible for reporting any further incidents.
GF

h)  Cothill, vegetation trimming (ref. 83500) and gulley cleaning (ref. 83501):  OCC had scheduled for this work to be done by end of September.

i)  UPVC Windows at 62 Barrow Road, LSB:  It was noted that a reply had been received from the Enforcement Monitoring Officer at the Vale on 4 August that contact had been made with the owners of this property regarding retrospective planning application.  It was established that a planning agent had been appointed by the owners and stated that the submission was now an urgent matter.  This issue should be monitored and the Clerk to contact the Vale before the next meeting for an update.
Clerk

j)
Standing Orders and Financial Regulations:  The Clerk had produced printed and bound sets of this document and a distribution list produced.  The Clerk had now allocated these to the current councillors.

Any Other Matters Arising

Cllr. Livesley queried whether it was established that residents in Whitehouse Close would be issued with the new waste wheelie bins.  It was thought by the Cllr. Rossiter that no properties in our parish had been identified as being a problem.  Cllr. Livesley would contact the Vale for confirmation.
DL
10/88  Matters raised by members of the Council


a)  The Chairman had received an invitation from the Secretary of the Parochial Church Council of St Mary Magdalene Church Shippon for a representative of the Council to attend the Remembrance Service on 14 November.  Cllr. Russell-Taylor had previously agreed to attend; the Clerk should confirm her acceptance and then place an order for the wreath.
CK

b)  Cllr. Talbot reported that the hedges and pavement verges along Long Tow leading to Whitecross were in need of trimming.  She had noted pedestrians with pushchairs having difficulties in passing.  These were privately owned hedges and it was suggested Cllr. Parkin could contact the Farm Manager to request their trimming.  Cllr. Talbot to indicate the exact location for Cllr. Parkin, who was absent from the meeting.
VT/CP

c)  Cllr. Gilbert reported there seemed to be a change in the frequency of the No. 43 bus service.  This bus now only operated on a Thursday, whilst the timetable was still indicated Monday and Thursday.  The Clerk was asked to make enquires with the transport department of OCC.  (After meeting note:  The Clerk’s investigation revealed that OCC had advised a change in this service and it would only now operate on a Thursday.)
10/89  Update on the Shippon Plan

As Cllr. Russell-Taylor was not present at the meeting it was not possible to obtain a full update on the Shippon Plan.  It was understood that a meeting had taken place for the residents of Shippon on 16 July and a meeting was planned with OCC on 15 September.  This item to be carried forward to the next meeting.
Clerk
10/90  New Clerk

The Chairman reported that this was Christine’s last meeting as Clerk.  He had received her formal resignation.  He continued, a leaflet advertising the position had been distributed to all houses in Dry Sandford and Shippon.  This had proved successful with a number of candidates applying for the post.  Interviews would be taking place on 9th September.  It was envisaged a small period of time may occur when the council had no Clerk.  It had been agreed, if necessary, that correspondence could be redirected to the Chairman and e-mails to the vice-chair.  The relocation of the photocopier would need to be arranged.
10/91  Finance 

a)  External Audit


(i)  The Clerk was pleased to report that the annual return had been received from the external auditor and no matters had come to their attention which required the issuing of a separate report.

(ii)  As required, the Advertisement of Conclusion of Audit was being displayed on the parish notice boards from 31 August for 14 days.
b)  A request for a donation from The Oxfordshire Association for the Blind was discussed.  The Chairman pointed out that the parish council had made donations in the past, but not recently.  The request had stated funds were needed for a new Resource Centre.  It was unanimously decided to make a donation of £50 on this occasion.
The following accounts were approved for payment.  
	Accounts for Payments

	Chq.No
	Payee
	Purpose
	Total

Amount
	VAT

	1013
	Vale of WHDC
	Servicing Dog Bin Apr-June 10
	£51.25
	£7.63

	1014
	Wicksteed Leisure
	Tool for repairing play equipment
	£14.57
	£2.17

	1015
	Ken Houlden
	Hinge for Notice board
	£2.19
	£0.33

	1016
	BDO Stoy Hayward LLP
	External Audit
	£158.63
	£23.63

	1017
	BGG Garden and Tree Care
	Grass Cutting No.6 August
	£111.63
	£16.63

	1018
	Playsafe Ltd
	Annual Play Equipment Report and Risk Assessments
	£97.53
	£14.53

	1019
	Cancelled Cheque
	
	£0.00
	

	1020
	Oxon Assoc. for Blind
	Donation
	£50.00
	


10.92  Planning


a)
Decision Notices 

	SAH/18632/1      
	1 Stonewell, Faringdon Road

	Erection of car port extension to existing garage new gabled roof to double garage and car port with 3 no. dormer windows to driveway elevation, single storey side and front extension linking principle dwelling to garage/car port and 2 no. dormer windows to front elevation of dwelling.
	Withdrawn




	SAH/19550/1  
	88 Barrow Road

	Proposed alterations and extension to form chalet bungalow and erection of double garage
	Permit


b) Applications dealt with between/at meetings 

	SAH/18632/2      
	1 Stonewell, Faringdon Road

	Car port extension to existing garage.  Single storey side and front extension linking principle dwelling to garage/car port and 2 no. dormer windows to front elevation of principle dwelling. (Resubmit)
	No objections, but request issues to be given consideration


	Providing the 30% rules is not infringed and by attaching conditions of no further development to any approval, the Parish Council do not have an objection to the revised plan.  Privacy for neighbours by dormer windows in house roof and removal of large tree on south boundary should be taken into account and the Vale should try to reduce this effect with glazed windows in dormers and retention of tree if possible.


	SAH/2652/4   
	Prince of Wales Public House, Barrow Road

	Conversion of existing farm buildings to provide seven bed and breakfast units. (Building rear of The Prince of Wales)
	Deadline 
24th September




Cllr. Talbot declared a personal declaration with planning application SAH/2652/4 as an immediate neighbour; however she wished to put forward relevant facts for consideration when the Council submitted a response. 
· No consultation had taken place between the applicant and immediate neighbours

· Work would take place on a back wall of her listed building property

· Door to bed and breakfast units 6 metres from a bedroom in her property

· External lighting for bed and breakfast units intrusive to her property

· Obstruction to access to right of way to her property 

· Car parking was an issue, PA stated 11 spaces available, some of these were currently used by public house.  Overflow parking proposed in church car park, not always available.  Majority of visitors to public house would bring vehicles, and not on foot, as suggested in P.A., due to non pavement roads.

Cllr. Talbot asked whether a full meeting of both Shippon and Dry Sandford Councillors could be held to discuss this planning application.  The Chairman replied that he would consult with Cllr. Russell-Taylor on this issue.
SG
10.93  Sandleigh Road Recreation Ground 

a)  The inspection report had been carried out for August by Cllr. Houlden who had noted scratches on the sputnik and had agreed to repaint.  The inspection for September to be carried out by Cllr. Taylor.

b)  Annual Inspection and Risk Assessment Reports.  This had been received from Playsafe Limited.  The report highlighted a trip hazard near the access and requested “re-instate worn guard at gate”.  Cllr. Livesley agreed to attend to this and plant some grass seed on the new earth. 
DL

c)  Trimming of vegetation around dog bin area.  This had been carried out by Cllr. Gilbert.

d)  Clearing vegetation in the Copse Area.  The Clerk had contacted the Grass Contractor asking for his advice and possible quotation.  A site visit was arranged for 10th September with the Chairman who would report back to the next meeting.
SG

e)  Graffiti on play equipment.  A resident had contacted the Clerk to report obscene graffiti on the play equipment and some dog excrement in the play equipment area.  Cllr. Houlden had visited the site and had cleaned the equipment.  The Clerk had reported the incident to Laura Schmid the PCSO, who agreed to include the recreation ground on her patrol plans.  Laura also submitted the information to the intelligent system and informed other members of the Neighbourhood Team.  The Clerk suggested inserting a paragraph in the Wootton & Dry Sandford Newsletter because of the dog excrement, Cllr. Livesley agreed to write this and send to the editor.
DL
10.94  Correspondence


Of particular relevance

OCC

Local Transport Plan 3 News and Information – noted, new consultation Oct 10 – Jan 11.
Vale

Chairman's Community Awards Lunch 30 Oct 10 – Cllr. Talbot nominated Madeleine Russell-Taylor for this award and it was also suggested Daphne Tonks could also be included.  This was agreed by the other members.  Cllr. Talbot agreed to complete the form and return to the Vale.
VT
New Executive Arrangements – the Chairman reported that this could indicate a possible change to the method used by the Vale to decide planning applications.  It was agreed he would look into this further and comment on behalf of the parish council if necessary.
SG

Other

Thames Valley Police: Rural Abingdon Newsletter August 2010

OALC: Update for Members August 2010

ORCC: invite to ORCC's 90th birthday AGM - 8 Oct 10

OCC: Emergency Planning - a Community Approach

OALC: Proposed Council Tax Increase Referendums ‑ noted

Remainder

NSPCC: Advertising event

Vale: More info on New Waste Collections

Soc of Local Council Clerks: New Committee and information

OPFA: Newsletter Sept 10

Soc of Local Council Clerks: Training Courses

Soc of Local Council Clerks: Newsletter Aug 10

ORCC: Celebrating Community Life in Oxon, 90th Birthday Publication

NHS Oxfordshire: Health News July 2010

Late

OCC: The Big Debate Notice - put on noticeboards 31/8

Grantscape: Oxon Stronger Communities Fund - New Grant Programme – this new grant programme had been highlighted as an application could be considered for the Cholswell Road Light Project.  
ALL
ORCC: News Bulletin Sept 10

Thames Valley Police: Rural Abingdon Newsletter Sept 2010

Vale: New Waste Collections Information

Vale: Emergency Plan and Advice Booklet

OALC: Training Course details

No Need for Nuclear: Poster and Information

Clerks & Councils Direct: September 2010 Issue

CPRE: Briefing July/August 2010

10.95  Any Other Business

Cllr. Fitzgerald reported that the post for the public footpath sign was broken.  The Clerk was asked to report this to OCC.
CK
The Chairman concluded the meeting by thanking the Clerk for the efficient work she had undertaken during the last three and half years on behalf of the parish council and wished her well in her move to Hampshire.  A gift from the Councillors was presented.  The Clerk thanked the Councillors and wished them success in concluding some of the long term projects for the parish.
10.96  Date of Next Meetings 


Monday 18 October at Community Centre, Dalton Barracks at 7.30 pm


Monday 29 November at Dry Sandford Primary School at 7.30 pm

There being no further business the Chairman closed the meeting at 9.45 pm
Signed……………………………………….Date…………………………………

                            Chairman                          
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